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TAKARI ALPHABET 
17th & 18th Centuries 

In the epigraphic Devashesha Takari alphabet of the 17th & 18th centuries 
found in the copper plate inscriptions of the rulers of Chamba and a couple 
of stone inscriptions we do not come across any major variations or changes 
as to justify a different nomenclature. The characters mostly retain their earlier 
forms and do not display and significant change. Some minor variations are 
noticed in the case of the following characters. The same have been illustrated 
in the accompanying table wherein the forms of characters have been taken 
from the well written and well preserved copper plate inscriptions of king 
Balabhadra 1 , Prithvisinha (Prithvisingha) 2 and Satrusinha (Chhaddasinha) 3 , 
Lakshmi Narayan Temple Niche Inscription of the Shastra Samvat 55 4 and 
the Chabutra stone inscription of Vikram Samvat 1717 5 6 7 . 

VOWELS (TA&L 7 - Ye • ?. ■ - . 

1. The initial a occurs regularly with closed top. No instance of a with 
open top as noticed earlier in some inscriptions is found in Devashesha- 
Takari after the 16th century. 

2. The occurrence of a becomes rarer. 

3. A few instances of initial i are noticed (cols. IV, V, VII) where two dots 
have been replaced by a curve like that of medial o as in the case in the 
later Sharada. In one instance (col. VII) in place of curve we find the 
sign of initial u. 

4. o occurs only in the benedictory syllable om as earlier and we find minor 
variations in col. IV where the curve is comparatively shorter and col. 
VI where the two parts of the letter vertical and u have been written 
separately. 

CONSONANTS 

5. k occurs mostly in double looped form. In many cases it is difficult to 
distinguish it from chh. 

6. In the Niche inscription (col. VII) we find in the letter d a small 
downstroke in place of the usual triangle. 

7. As in the earlier period n usually occurs without the left hand tail but we 





do have couple of instances where the letter has been provided with a 
tail (cols. V, VII) as is the case in some inscriptions of the earlier period. 

8. n sometimes occurs with a loop (col. VI). 

9. y occurs regularly with a closed top. 

MEDIAL VOWELS & LIGATURES 

Medial vowels continued to be expressed in the same way as in the earlier 
period. Some peculiarities may be noted below. 

1. The sign for medial a occurs mostly without loop. The medial a in na 
has been expressed in one case (col. VI) by a straight downstroke instead 
of the usual curve moving to the left. 

2. In the sign for medial u the loop is sometimes omitted. 

3. The superscribed k occurs sometimes in a single looped form. 

4. Superscript r continues to be written in the earlier fashion and is inserted 
in left limb of j and v. 

5. The ligatures gra and stra in the Chobatra inscription (col. VIII) deserve 
notice. 
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